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Do you love your school? The month of February is the perfect time to 

show it by making a donation to the Maplewood Campaign.  

What is the Maplewood Campaign and why is it so important? The Maplewood Campaign is 

a way in which we collect money to fund the "specialist teachers" who teach music, PE, 

library and computer lab  here at school. Most public schools in Portland don't offer these 

4 programs anymore due to budget cuts in education. Schools that still offer music, PE, 

library and computer lab , like Maplewood, have to ask parents for the money to keep these 

specialist programs going.  February has been declared "Campaign Month" here at Maple-

wood. Mr. Blanck will be making a decision in March as to whether or not any specialist staff 

positions will be cut next year due to lack of funds.  Please help Maplewood keep offering 

music, PE, library  and computer lab to its students. Any amount each family can give 

goes a long way in helping Maplewood continue to be the amazing school that it is.  

You may ask yourself, in these tough economic times, what is one thing       

I can do to help support Maplewood at no cost to me?   

The answer = PURCHASE SCRIP! 
 

What is SCRIP?  

SCRIP is a gift card program that donates a percentage to the school. This is free 

money that directly supports Maplewood. For example, rather than using your 

debit card at the grocery store, buy a gift card from school ð for the same      

monetary value ð (i.e., no more money out of your pocket ð not one cent!) ð and use 

your gift card at the store. What does this do? A percentage of the profits from 

these gift cards is donated to the school at no cost to you!  Sound simple? It is! 

Why donõt more families participate? They may not know what scrip is, what it 

does, or how easy and free it is with great benefits. Please check out the huge list 

of stores on the scrip sheets hanging in the main hallway. For questions, please 

contact Molly at phia-pj -mom@comcast.net.   

Scrip: itõs NOT about spending more money; itõs about spending 

your money differently.  

mailto:phia-pj-mom@comcast.net
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PTA News and Updates (minutes are published in full)  

FEBRUARY PTA MEETING 

Call to Order:   6:30 pm.  Jill Brown  

Submission of Minutes: Maggie Fromholtz. The minutes 

were submitted and no changes made.  

Financial Review: Financial Review: Julie Luisi Harp. So far 

the PTA has paid for Art Literacy supplies, a guest 

speaker for the second grade, supplies to upgrade the  

garden boxes, 35% of the cost for field trip buses (we 

actually pay the full cost of the buses but only 35% of the 

field trips for the year have been invoiced), lots of new 

library books, and 50% of the pupil enrichment (funds for 

teachers to use for classroom materials).                    

Many thanks to Elin Kordahl who researches not only the 

subject matter of our books, but also the price. She buys 

books at an incredible savings.                                       

Vice President:  Lori Hesse. A nominating committee       

including Kathy Weeks, Christine Patrick, and Annette  

Fagan is recommended. A majority vote confirmed the 

committee. This committee will seek people to fill the 

elected officer positions of the PTA for July 1, 2010 to 

June 30, 2011. The positions of Secretary and Treasurer 

will need to be filled for next fiscal year, so at a  minimum 

one candidate for Secretary and one for Treasurer are 

needed. A slate of candidates will be announced at the 

April meeting. If you or someone you know is interested in 

supporting our school community as a PTA officer, please 

contact the nominating committee.  

Principal's Report:  PTA board. Maplewood may be the first 

in line to receive the new reusable trays. PLEASE KEEP 

THE SIDEWALK CLEAR AT PICK -UP. This is particularly 

helpful to the kindergarten teachers. See John's principal 

report for more details.  

Foundation: Stacie Pacheco. Feb. is campaign month.  This 

year our goal is $25,000. We are asking $200.00 from 

each family, knowing that some will give more and others 

less. There are many ways to contribute. You can pay all at 

once, in installments, or pledge money for later. Look for 

the spring party boards coming out soon.  

Molly Sutherland, our new scrip chair, is working with 

Portland Public Schools to get us hooked up with e -scrip.  

Room parents will be meeting on Friday to discuss ways to 

help with the campaign.  

Events/Fund raisers/Committees  

Volunteer opportunities:  Art literacy  is looking for a new 

chair for next year. Thank you Renae Conkle for making 

art a part of our children's education. You do not have to 

be artistic to do this job. If you love art and feel it is an 

important part of your child's education, then this may be 

your opportunity. All the research and lesson plans are 

available.  You simply teach the lesson plan and coordinate 

the volunteers. If you would like to be chair of Art       

Literacy next year, please contact Renae Conkle: 

renae.conkle@comcat.net . 

Do you want to help children in need? The Clothing Center  

is in need of volunteers for March 11 th .  All the unclaimed 

clothes from our lost and found are sent to this center. 

The center then gives them to Portland Public Schools  

students for free. It's a wonderful way to help out. Two 

or three volunteers are needed for two -hour shifts. Please 

Contact Kate Dessommes: katedessommes@yahoo.com. 

Maplewood Week:  Dave Dacklin. Maplewood Week is March 

16th -19th . Look for the flyer coming home soon. Events to 

look for are: spirit wear day, wear your Maplewood t -shirt 

to school; skate night, $6 at Oaks park, dress up day, PJ 

day and maple bar breakfast, and the metro concert band 

are just a few. Dave Dacklin needs a volunteer to help  

deliver the maple bars.  This is a one -hour time           

commitment. Contact Dave at dacklind@aol.com.                                                             

Conflict Managers, and Bulletin Boards  need new chairs 

for next year. Contact Maggie Fromholtz: 

maggie@vanderbeeks.com.                                            

Bookbaggers: Dave Dacklin. This is the 26  year anniver-

sary. This is a literary -based overnight event. Volunteers 

will be contacted soon. Parents dream up different activi-

ties to tie in the theme. Look for more details to follow.                                                                                 

T-Shirts:  Kari Weakland. More order forms are coming 

home soon. Order yours for Maplewood Week.                    

Maplewood Green Team: Tracey Scherban and Deborah 

Fleskes. You may have heard your child talking about    

recycling styrofoam trays last week. Many thanks to this 

committee for getting Maplewood involved with the      

district -wide effort.                                                                  

Next year, Maplewood will be in the first batch of schools 

to receive the new reusable trays. If you would like to get 

involved or attend a class on òHow To Be An Agent of 

Change in Your Community.ó Contact Deborah Flekes:   

deborah.fleskes@gmail.com .                                              

Meeting Review:  Jill Brown. Contact the nomination     

committee if you want to nominate yourself or someone 

you know for the Treasurer or Secretary position.              

Conflict Managers, Art Literacy and Bulletin Boards all 

need new chairs for next year. Contact Maggie Fromholtz: 

maggie@vanderbeeks.com.                                             

Welcome the new green team                                     

Meeting adjourned  7:25 Jill Brown  

 

  

mailto:renae.conkle@comcat.net
mailto:katedessommes@yahoo.com
mailto:dacklind@aol.com
mailto:maggie@vanderbeeks.com
mailto:deborah.fleskes@gmail.com
mailto:maggie@vanderbeeks.com
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Children.  They grow.  And you end up with all these expensive, barely used clothes that are TOO small. What do you do 

with all those clothes? And with the economy what it is, how do you restock their closet with nice things?  

You can spend your time running from sale to sale (or garage sale to garage sale) hoping to find something nice while 

digging through random stuff. An easier option may be a relatively new form of resale consignment. A couple times a 

year (usually fall and spring) parents get together with all their kid gear and create one -stop kid shopping. Each group 

has its own criteria, but most require clothes to be clean, wrinkle -free, without wear and stains, and on hangers. On the 

last day of the sale, many have half -price items. Some of the larger ones, like Pass It On, are also set up for school 

fundraisers (see http://www.passitonsales.com/pioh -register.html ).  If you are not interested in making money off your 

gently used clothes, you may want to check out Northwest Childrenõs Outreach, 

(http://www.northwestchildrensoutreach.org/donations.php ); they òhelp ôbridge the gapõ for children and families in 

need.ó (http://www.northwestchildrensoutreach.org/whatwedo.php )   

Here is a list of the up coming sales that I am aware of (please verify dates and locations on websites, as some are in 

flux):  

The Family Resource Committeeõs Deborah Fleskes contributes the second of her monthly Parent to Parent articles.  

Parent to Parent  by Deborah Fleskes  

Volunteers are needed on March 

11 at 8am to help pack up the 

lost and found items still un-

claimed. Volunteers are also 

needed at the clothing center 

the same day.  

Can you help?   

Contact Kate Dessommes at 

www.tualatinyoga.com                  

katedessommes@yahoo.com 

 

A President's Day Lobby Day will be held in Salem this year on   

Feb 15th,Stand for Children is aiming for 100 - 150 people to go to 

Salem to speak to legislators. There will be a conference call for 

training prior to the event. Talking points before the conference 

call will go out so people can feel more prepared. An inspirational 

get together will happen at 9 am at First United Methodist Church, 

located at 600 State Street, Salem, OR next to the Capitol. All 

are encouraged to attend, but if the scheduling doesn't 

work for you (if your meeting with your legislator is 

much later in the day), that is fine.  Please 

check www.stand.org/or/lobbyday  for details including 

information about parking. Children are welcome.  

name website  date of next sale  location  

Wee Cycle http://www.wee -cycle.com/index.html  March 5 -7  Milwaukie   

Babyõs Bottom Dollar  http://www.bbdsale.com/site/node/28   March 12 -14  Tigard   

Pass It On  http://www.passitonsales.com   March 18 -21  Hillsboro   

Super Kids  http://www.superkidsresale.net/Welcome.html   April 9 -11  Gresham  

Full House Moms http://www.fullhousemoms.com/resale.html   April 10 -11  NE Portland   

Pass It On  http://www.passitonsales.com   April 16 -18  NE Portland   

Twice Around the Block   http://www.twicearoundtheblocksale.com/  April 23 -25  Milwaukie   

Just Between Friends  http://www.portland.jbfsale.com/   April 30 -May 2  N Portland   

Cousinõs Closet  http://cousinscloset.blogspot.com/  May 7-8  Beaverton  

Ever After  http://www.everafterresale.com/   unknown unknown 

http://www.passitonsales.com/pioh-register.html
http://www.northwestchildrensoutreach.org/donations.php
http://www.northwestchildrensoutreach.org/whatwedo.php
http://www.stand.org/or/lobbyday
http://www.wee-cycle.com/index.html
http://www.bbdsale.com/site/node/28
http://www.passitonsales.com/
http://www.superkidsresale.net/Welcome.html
http://www.fullhousemoms.com/resale.html
http://www.passitonsales.com/
http://www.twicearoundtheblocksale.com/
http://www.portland.jbfsale.com/
http://cousinscloset.blogspot.com/
http://www.everafterresale.com/
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Donõt forget to grab a  

delicious Seeõs candy 

bar. The funds from 

these sales go toward 

the 4th grade      

overnight field trip.  

 

 

 

This past week a group of parents got together, accepted Bridlemile's School Styrofoam Tray        

Challenge, and collected and recycled 356 styrofoam lunch trays.  Our effort, combined with 

that of other SW schools, was attended by Congressman Wu and was featured on the 10 

o'clock news ( http://www.kptv.com/video/22393967/ ). 

  

Do you know of something  else green 

that is  being done at Maplewood?  

We want to highlight in -class activities, 

parent -led initiatives, administrative       

decisions, custodial directives, PTA - & 

Foundation-sponsored events, etc.  We 

know that there are a  lot  of examples 

out there and we want to compile a     

complete list.  

Do you have ideas on how we can be 

even greener?  

This school is made up of  creative,      

resourceful people who, together, can 

help implement ideas that will make this a 

more environmentally friendly, healthy, and economically sound institution.  

Do you want to join the Green Team?  

We are looking for people to help guide the projects at school and also those just interested in helping 

out at one -time events.  
 

Please contact  

Nicole Hillis ( nicolehillis@msn.com) 

Virginia Bowers ( bowers.virginia@gmail.com) or  

Deborah Fleskes ( deborah.fleskes@gmail.com ) 

We each have the power to positively affect our world; together, 

our effect  can be profound .   

Seeôs Candy Sales Help 4th Graders  

Maplewood is Forming a Green Team 

The Center for Earth Leadership's Portland Eco -

School Network is offering a special Five -Session 

Course titled "How to be an Agent of Change in 

Your Circle of Influence" for those involved with 

creating ecological change in schools.   The course is 

FREE and runs 2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, (break), 

4/14.   Contact Emily Klavins at 503 -227 -2315 or 

emily@earthleaders.org  for details .  

Maxfield Parson -Sherban 
helped deliver our trays with 
his mom despite the wet 
weather.  

Virginia, Ronda, & Maggie    
collect trays with extra help 
from Rondaõs future           
Maplewood student.  

http://www.kptv.com/video/22393967/
mailto:nicolehillis@msn.com
mailto:bowers.virginia@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.fleskes@gmail.com
mailto:emily@earthleaders.org
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Classroom garden volunteers are gearing up to 

plant the raised beds with students in a few 

months. The committee decided to name the 

beds (a grade level will tend the same bed the 

entire time they are at Maplewood) after creeks, 

streams or rivers in the area (e.g., Fanno,    

Vermont, Woods, etc.) Also in the near future:  

a new garden shed in the Wildwood, two more 

raised beds for flowers, two compost bins and   

a possible low fence to protect edible gardens 

from dogs over the summer.  

 

We are looking into having Americorps workers 

out for a day later this spring to help accomplish 

some of these tasks. In the meantime, we will 

host our own garden work day on    

Saturday, Feb. 27, from 10 -  1 . 
(That's also hopefully the day our Eagle Scout 

candidate will be building us a new shed in the 

Wildwood!) Bring work gloves and garden tools 

if you have them.  

 

 

  Garden Goings- On 

MAPLEWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD         

ASSOCIATION 

Monday, February 8 from 7:00 to 8:30 at the 

West Hills Friends Church across from Ma-

plewood School on 52 nd Ave 

Agenda items to include: Fanno Creek Sewer 

Update and April Hill Park Natural Area  

Want to know more about the Maplewood 

Neighborhood Association?   Contact Ronda 

Zakocs at rzakocs@bu.edu 

Play Baseball or Softball 
this Spring with  

Southwest Portland Little League!  
 

 2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ τ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ ,ÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ ςπρπ 
spring baseball and softball season. 

  

We have teams for everyone between 5 and 14.     
To register go to:  www.swpll.org  

WANT TO TRY IT FIRST OR GET                
IN SOME EXTRA PRACTICE? 

Come see how much fun it is to play           
SOFTBALL!  We will meet every Tuesday at                
Maplewood gym from 7:15-8:30 pm starting             

January 5 through March 9.  
  

Want to try BASEBALL or practice what you 
learned last year?  Come to the Stephenson gym every 

Thursday from 7:15-8:30 pm starting January 7 
  

Coaches are there to help you learn the   
fundamentals as you practice your skills and 

play the game!                                                                            
There is no charge for attending these sessions. 

    

 

A fabulous source of math, science and English explanations and 

games.  Highly recommended!  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/maths/number/index.shtml  
 

Information and resources celebrating Black History Month  

http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  
 

Fun educational games and resources for K -3 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/  
 

Fun educational games and resources 3 -12 

http://www.brainpop.com/  

And mark your calendars! The annual 

"Natives and More" Plant Sale will be 

held on Saturday, April 17 this year. 

More info. on that coming up in the   

next month.  

Ivy Pulling Party at April Hill Park  

Join Friends of April Hill Park on Saturday, Feb. 
20

th
 anytime between 9 a.m. to 12 noon by the 

Kiosk to remove park stranglers, English ivy and 
other non-native invasive plant species. Gloves 
and tools will be provided.                               
For more information, contact Rachel at       
(503) 823-9423 or                                         
friendsofaprilhillpark@gmail.com.  

 

 

This year's Read -Aloud-Athon will take place on Tuesday, 

March 16th . Look for pledge forms coming out on March 

1st. This year again there will be prizes for the       

classrooms with the greatest percentage of student   

participation, as well as prizes for top -sponsored                     

individuals. Any questions: contact Mike Gettel -Gilmartin 

at gilmartin_michael@yahoo.com . 

mailto:rzakocs@bu.edu
http://www.swpll.org
mailto:friendsofaprilhillpark@gmail.com
mailto:gilmartin_michael@yahoo.com
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By Langston Hughes  
 

It was a long time ago.  

I have almost forgotten my dream.  

But it was there then,  

In front of me,  

Bright like a sun --  

My dream.  

And then the wall rose,  

Rose slowly,  

Slowly,  

Between me and my dream.  

Rose until it touched the sky --  

The wall.  

Shadow.  

I am black.  

I lie down in the shadow.  

No longer the light of my dream 

before me,  

Above me.  

Only the thick wall.  

Only the shadow.  

My hands!  

My dark hands!  

Break through the wall!  

 

 

 

Find my dream!  

Help me to shatter this darkness,  

To smash this night,  

To break this shadow  

Into a thousand lights of sun,  

Into a thousand whirling dreams  

Of sun!  

 

 

 

For volunteer opportunities please 

contact:   

Lisa Van Huss: LEEPVAN-

HUSS@YAHOO.COM, (503) 477 -2942  

or  

Kelley Callais: Kelleygale@earthlink.net,        

(503) 775 -0288.  

Langston Hughes (1902ð1967) 
was a poet, novelist, essayist, 
playwright, autobiographer, and 
writer of children's books.     
This poem included in honor of 
Black History Month. 

Maplewoodõs annual spirit week is 
getting closer!  Mark your calendar 
for the week of March 15th - 19th. 
Hereõs a sneak peek. 

Monday March 15 th  ð NO SCHOOL  
 

Tuesday March 16 th  ð Maplewood  

T- Shirt Day/Skate - Nite   

Wear your Maplewood logo clothing 

to school, then represent Maple-

wood at the rink.  
 

Wednesday March 17 th  ð Go Green! 

Itõs St. Patrickõs Day 

Wear green!  The Portland Metro 

Concert Band plays in the gym.  
 

Thursday March 18 th  ð Dress- Up 

Nicely Day   

Wear your very best to school.  
 

Friday March 19 th  ð Pajama Day 

Wear your PJs all day long  

Maple bars in the morning!  

Spirit Week  

4th & 5th  2nd & 3rd  K & 1st 

Main Dish    Salad or 

Side Dish      
Dessert & 

Drinks  

Mark your calendar for Friday, 

Feb.26th  

New this year... tie dye, drama, 

recycle art and more!  

Family fun with art for everyone  

and a little bite to eat!  

Be inspired to create your own art 

at one of our hosted art booths 

and view talented artistsõ pieces 

from our Maplewood Student Art 

Show.  

Location: School Gym  

Date: Friday, February 26, 2010  

Time: 6:30 pm -  8:30 pm  

Families please bring a dish to 

share!  

(this is a potluck event!)  

�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R��leaf      
your legacy at                 

Maplewood this 
year by purchasing 
a  Legacy Leaf to be 
painted at Family 
Art Night or at your 

own home.  
They are available 

in small ($25),            
medium ($50), and 

large ($75).  
A copy of the order 
form is attached.  

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/as-i-grew-older/
http://www.answers.com/topic/essayist

